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B2 1701 Jerry Wen

Hearing that | had gotten a chance to go to Finland with a scholarship really surprised me.
When | heard the news | went back home and was thinking whether or not to go because of
financial difficulties. When | told my mom the news, she was immediately excited and proud
of me. She wanted to take this opportunity to go out and explore the world more as much as |
myself have wanted to travel around the world. So | talked to my father in helping out with our
financial issue and when he heard that | had earned this scholarship, he didn't hesitate to say;

"Yes" and after that all that | could think of is; “Yes, I am finally going to Europe for the first
time!”

Touching down in Finland instantly brought me back to the feeling of the airport back in
Melbourne. Looking out through the glass windows into clear sunny skies, something you
don’t see in Shanghai unfortunately. Instantly feeling the wave of heat fall onto us through
the window. Coming into the airport was easy enough to read, however getting out was a bit
troublesome as the metro tickets. Just like Melbourne, transport tickets were categorized into
certain zones for specific regions.

Finally arriving at Espoo, a suburb away from the city centre that lives part urban part nature,
it immediately brought me back to the old times back in Australia. Green everywhere, the sound
of nature and the breeze of the ocean. It was all coming back to me. We continued to walk from
the metro to our hotel and saw Aalto University. It was huge, bigger than Donghua and divided
into different sections for specific studies. Then we arrived along side the ocean bank, looking
towards the ocean and the horizon, this view sat in front of our hotel every day and waking up
to that view everyday puts a smile on my face. We stayed at the Radisson Blu Hotel which was
not too far from Aalto University.

The day after we arrive at Espoo, we are introduced and invited to Aalto University to begin
the SF 100 Challenge. We were guided into the Library where we saw two floors of books related
to certain case studies that Aalto offered. We ended up going to the basement floor which had
private rooms, royal red carpet and had these acrylic bowl seats that had noise cancellation,
was comfy and danged off a chain connected to the roof. Thus we began the SF100 and met
with three other students from different universities. There was a girl from Hong Kong University,
a girl from Qinghua University and a British guy who | am still unaware up to this date on where
he was studying, but it was in Beijing. The first day wasn't much, it was a brief introduction into
SF100 and getting together in groups to come up with design ideas and solutions to help our
world become a better place. | teamed up with one of my classmates, Tracy, and the other three
students who came abroad from other universities (Ed, Francis, Vera). We started our discussion
on what we had submitted into the SF100 and how we could in cooperate our ideas with one
and each other. We came to the conclusion of a study that Ed had conducted by himself which
was related to the fungi organism, or rather should | say mushrooms, called mycelium. Ed was
the expert in this field because he told he was once a farmer and understood a lot about plants
and such. Once he had explained it, our design research was heading the direction we wanted
itto go.



- EFEF S P T L T

@

@ )
A

“

£

Aside from hanging around Aalto University, there wasn't much to do in Espoo since most of
the stores close early, and shopping malls and such were quite the distance away. It would take
us 30min walk just to get to the nearest mall complex. Espoo wasn't the place to go and have
fun, it was just a place to live and relax in a leisure fashion. So, we took the time to go to the city,
Helsinki, and explore what Finland really had to offer in the modern world. When we arrived in
Helsinki to officially tour around the first time, most of my classmates felt ‘alien’ to most of the
things such as trams, road traffic, custom service and etc. | would say | wasn't surprised as they
have never been to a western country before. The one thing they were looking forward to was
milk and fish, since fish is fresher in Finland and milk is a lot cheaper compared to pricings in
Shanghai. Since the first day | stepped into Finland, | never saw them not drinking milk. As we
walked around the city, we saw the museums and highlights that we were suggested to visit
during our stay in Finland.

During our second week in Finland, we met up with the next round of students for the next
design agenda whom were from Seoul, Korea. When they arrived, | met a girl called Bora who
had came to Finland for 3 years for this meeting. We ended up greeting the whole Korean
students with a barbeque that ended up turning horribly wrong. The barbeque that we were
using was a very old and wared out which in no time caught on fire. The Koreans got upset
because they used a long time preparing the food and, in the end, got all burnt. Feeling hungry
and famished, we decided to head to the nearest grocery store and buy some snacks and bread
for the night, while some went to the city to eat.

Another problem had eluded before the second week begun relating to our group project.
Me, Tracy and Vera always came to attend the lectures everyday and would do the group work
and research according to the time teachers were there to help and give advice. However Ed
and Francis most of the time were late or didn't show up at all, and by the time we thought
we had done sufficient work for the day to go outside for some leisure time, only then will they
say; " Hey guys! Where are you? Let's do our group research!” Not only this, but at least a
good 60% of our work was done by an assistant named Akatsuki Ryu (Aka for short), where he
programmed a virtual table for us to use for our presentation. Normally | would not seek others
to help us to do so much, but Ed insisted him to constantly add more details and kept pushing
Aka that it almost forced to pick to crack the ice. Going through this made me realise that
when it comes to group work, the whole group has to be very organised with each other and

communicate properly.

As the challenge comes to an end, we are all exhausted in compiling everything together.
A lot of my classmates spent the whole of the night before the submission doing their final
touches. In the end everyone's presentation went swell. Coming to Finland has really shown
a lot about me and my class mates coming together to really tackle situations. I also got to
connect more with students from the fashion department from our year level. All | can say is
that being in Finland really taught a lot about what it really takes to come together to design a
solution for problems around the world and how important everyone'’s connection needs to be.

Thank you Professors and Staff of SF100 for giving us this opportunity.
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